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Synopsis
The concert tour of a superstar Klezmer in the Ukraine turns into a journey of self-redemption. A fantastical, extraordinary odyssey in which Jews and Christians, sanctity and secular, sins of fathers and tribulations of sons, reality and fiction, pain and elation, extensive love and unique music blend together.
Kalman Blinder, a Jewish Hassidic klezmer, successful and famous, is at the height of his career. An omnipotent star. In a few days he is about to realize his life long dream – a huge performance in the Ukraine, in the birthplace of the holy Baal Shem Tov, founder of the Jewish Hassidic movement. On the eve of his trip he is informed his wife, whom he left several years earlier, has passed away and he must now assume responsibility for their son Israel.
Israel was born with motoric problems. Kalman was a devoted parent, however the burden of relinquishing music, his life’s passion, was too much for him to bear. One day he simply broke down and left. Now, ridden with guilt, fear and anger, he is forced to take Israel with him on a mutual journey, the journey of his life.
At the Kiev airport they are met by Yuri, 40, a Ukrainian taxi driver, a “petty criminal”, waiting to take them to their destination. In the back seat of the taxi they are surprised to discover another passenger, Sasha, an exquisite young woman, fragile and silent, a small crucifix boldly hanging around her neck. To Kalman’s discontent, Israel, a charming young man, with a wonderful sense of humor, chooses to sit beside Sasha in back and the group embarks on its way.
Initial explorations. Israel pursues the silent Sasha with captivating amiability and Yuri, with his broken English and unique sense of humor, manages to melt the heart of the grumpy Kalman. It seems the group is going to spend a pleasant next several hours. Suddenly, Yuri stops the car violently. A police blockade is situated ahead. Scared and apprehensive, Yuri abandons the vehicle without a word and runs away, leaving Kalman alone with Israel and Sasha. The journey starts going awry.
It seems Sasha is Yuri’s daughter and he is wanted by the police for having abducted her from the sanatorium where she is an inpatient. Yuri, guilty of Sasha’s having drowned and become a vegetable, is tormented by guilt and seeks a way to save her. Before Kalman and Israel’s arrival, Yuri hears from Jewish Hassids of their belief that a blessing for the sick on the grave of the sacred Baal Shem Tov is a remedy for recovery and salvation. He decides to smuggle Sasha out of the sanatorium and find a Jew who will venture with him to the holy gravesite. As fate would have it, the first Jew who lands at the airport is no other than our friend Kalman. 
After Kalman manages to get them away from the menacing blockade, Yuri will rejoin the group, furtively forcing the frustrated Kalman to continue with him on his journey. It seems that same fate that placed Israel back in Kalman’s care continues to dupe him. The cynical Jew, who long stopped believing in divine providence, finds himself stuck in a taxi with a Christian who wants not only to reform his own tormented soul but Kalman’s as well.
Now it is Israel’s turn to repay his father and add some fuel to his burning soul. Like a strange tango Israel dances with Kalman, he repeatedly makes a point, in his jovial manner, to disrupt the journey and delay their arrival to the concert. The conflicts merely increase when Kalman witnesses an extraordinary love story developing between Israel and Sasha. Yuri is content. He knows that only Israel, different and rejected, can understand and touch his daughter’s imprisoned soul. For Kalman, this journey is becoming impossible. Like a sharp and painful mirror, Yuri, Israel and Sasha reflect to Kalman, time and again, the horrible errors of his life, and force him to contend with his sin.
The objective is moving further and further away. Unusual incidents force the group to lodge in a remote inn. Kalman will never forget this night. He discovers a different Israel, Israel who is a gifted musician in his own right, Israel who stands his ground, an equal among equals, Israel who discovers the love for a woman for the first time. All the reasons and excuses he told himself for years, to justify having abandoned his son, now test Kalman on this night. Will he learn to appreciate him? Will he learn to accept him? 
The morning of the concert, it seems the threads are finally coming together. Father and son discover one another and even Yuri, who failed at his attempts to get Kalman to bless Sasha, is comforted by this happy end. However just then, things take a turn for the worse. The police discover their whereabouts. They are arrested and courteously taken to the sanatorium. As if in a final attempt to destroy Kalman’s plans once and for all, one of the policemen suspects Israel also belongs in the sanatorium and decides to admit him under duress until the matter is cleared up. Now Kalman is forced to contend with the most insufferable choice of all – to stay with Israel and not show up at the concert he has been waiting for his entire life or to abandon his son once again. He now begins to realize why his God chose not to punish him for his horrible sin but granted him more and more success and fame. He now knows that when he makes his choice, in tune with himself and with the decree of his heart, he will experience true redemption.

