THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT

Outline

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT is a story of impossible love that unfolds against the background of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and bridges the period between the Six Day War in the summer of 1967, when Gamal Abd’el Nasser closed the Straits of Tiran and the present time.

While LEILA KHOURI, 27, a stunningly beautiful BBC radio journalist of Christian Jordanian descent reports the war, she prays for her lover, LIEUT. OMAR MUSTAFA, 27, an Egyptian officer leading his men to war, as her letters of love and photographs accompany him in his breast pocket.  Omar’s troops encounter an Israeli force, led by CAPT. DAN SELA, 29.  Outnumbered by the Egyptians, Dan’s men prevail by risking a courageous counter attack.  Dan saves the life of his childhood friend and second in command, MICKEY, 29, as he takes the bullet aimed at Mickey in his shoulder and kills Omar.

When Dan regains consciousness Mickey gives Leila’s letters to him to.  He doesn’t know where Mickey found them but he reads them again and again as he recuperates and is moved and obsessed by them.  As soon as he is well enough, he decides to fly to London and find Leila.  First, he mails all the letters and photographs to her.  The anonymous return of the letters is proof of Omar’s death and Leila becomes severely depressed.  

Dan knows everything about her from the letters.  He approaches her.  At first, she cannot face him, and accuses him of killing Omar.  But Dan has no idea that he was the one who killed Omar and insists he was given the letters.  Leila is charmed by Dan’s charisma and honesty and, somehow, desire and love find her as Dan courts her.  As she overcomes her mourning, love blossoms in spite of their religious and political differences.  Dan’s parents are devout supporters of Israel, while Leila’s father, ABU LEILA, supports radical Arab resistance to Israel.  The lovers seem able to overcome insurmountable barriers until Mickey visits them and reveals to both of them that it was Dan who killed Omar in battle.  Leila pulls away for good and leaves Dan.

A month later, however, Leila discovers she is pregnant, and with the help of her supportive roommate, ANGELA she delivers her daughter, NOUR, in London.  Leila returns home to Abu Leila in East Jerusalem, but lies to him about the baby, saying she went to visit Omar in Egypt before the war, and Nour is his child.  Abu Leila, administrator of a large hospital in East Jerusalem, welcomes Leila and her daughter, Nour, but insists that she live with her child in his home in Jerusalem as a widowed wife and trains to be a nurse to work with him.  

Meanwhile, Dan returns to his military career.  The lives of Leila and Dan follow their separate course.  After the October War, terrorist activity on the West Bank increases.  The Israeli Army pursues the terrorists.  During the pursuit of a group of terrorist infiltrators under Dan’s command Mickey is killed saving a young Bedouin girl.  The loss of his childhood friend brings Dan to a turning point.  He decides to leave the army, vowing to try to use words instead of bullets to end the bloodshed.  Despite his father’s adamant resistance to terminating his military service and his peaceful approach, Dan joins the Labor Party and rises quickly to become a Minister in the government.

By 1980, Abu Leila has deeply influenced Nour.   He plants the seeds of radical nationalism in her heart raising a strong-willed, militant teenager, who sympathizes with the growing hatred of Israel.

As a Government Minister in Jerusalem, Dan attends the Christmas Midnight Mass in Bethlehem where he sees Leila for the first time since they parted.  They meet, and unable to resist each other, reconfirm their love.  His daughter remains a secret.
Four years later, Nour has become a brilliant student and during a protest and riot at the West Bank Bir Zeit University, as an elected student leader, she addresses professors and students, igniting resistance with her fiery rhetoric.  She attempts to escape from the police with her lover, SHARIF, 20’s, a poor radical, but they are caught and interrogated by the Israeli Shabak (CIA).  After Leila picks up her daughter on her release, she is unable to reason with her and learns just how hate-filled Nour has become.  Nour visits Sharif in Ramallah.  He proposes marriage to her, but she rejects him, fearing their personal relationship will distract them from the cause of Palestinian liberation.

Heartbroken, Sharif, hurries home with medicines for his ailing mother who suffers from kidney failure.  He is surprised to find his cousin there and it is from his home that his cousin sets out on a suicide mission, killing tens of Israelis at a café in Jerusalem the following day.  

Interviewed at the site of the bombing, Dan, the Minister without Portfolio, declares that the government will seek out the terrorists for justice.  Meanwhile, an Israeli Shabak (CIA) officer, SHIMI, finds Sharif’s connection to the café bomber and forces him to collaborate, offering him the medical attention necessary to save his mother’s life in exchange.  Sharif takes his mother to a hospital, where he sees Leila.  After a curt meeting with her his suspicion is aroused when he sees her disguising herself, leaving her car and taking a bus.  Sharif follows her to an apartment in the Armenian Quarter of Jerusalem, where she meets the Israeli minister, Dan Sela.  Sharif runs to Nour and lashes out at her, telling her about her mother and the Jewish minister.

Nour confronts her mother in the hospital morgue, spitting horrible insults and accusing her of collaborating with the enemy, which prompts her mother to reveal the truth about Nour’s real father.  Shattered to learn of her Jewish father, Nour runs away to a terrorist cell led by her professor, BASSAM, and offers to go on a suicide mission to kill her Jewish father.  News of her decision leaks out to Sharif.  He discovers the cell’s location, hoping to save Nour.  They send him away and have him followed.  Sharif reports the proposed suicide mission to Shimi hoping he will capture and save Nour. The terrorists grab him , kill him and hang him as a traitor in a public square in Ramallah.

 Leila is distraught that she may have destroyed Nour with the revelation.  She meets with Dan and breaks off their relationship telling him she will always love him but there is nowhere for them to be together in the world they live in.  She still does not reveal that he is the father of her daughter. 

Nour has taken Leila’s souvenirs and letters, and reads about her love for Dan.  She watches Dan on TV, and listens as he speaks about tolerance and peaceful dialogue.  As she marches, strapped with explosives, to meet and kill Dan who addresses the press at a prison protest as Palestinian terrorists are being exchanged; her identity is revealed to Shimi who orders his agents to stall her. 

Nour watches Dan address the press at the prison; she draws nearer but cannot muster the courage to kill him.  She quickly makes her way to an open clearing and blows herself up, and this is broadcast live and seen by her dumbstruck mother and grandfather in their living room.  After her death, Leila delivers the letter Nour has left her and Abu Leila to Dan, who now learns that Nour was also his daughter.  They read about her conflicted identity, her broken love and her confusion.  They try to find peace with her decision, and, perhaps, with each other.  They have each sacrificed a daughter.
