The Day Of The Opera – Logline & Synopsis

Logline: Based on the heart-pounding true story, suspenseful covert operations (Bourne Identity meets Mission: Impossible) and thrilling Air Force action sequences (Star Wars meets Top Gun) build up to a tense, gripping assault on an Iraqi nuclear reactor. 

Synopsis

It is the late 1970s, and tensions in the Middle East are at an all-time high. In Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini seizes power and takes American hostages. A rescue plan goes horribly wrong, leading to the death of U.S. soldiers. Israel and Egypt engage in delicate peace talks, where one false move could derail the entire process. And Iraq is developing nuclear bombs with the aid of the French.

Israel must stand alone in its efforts to stop Iraq, as they cannot rely on the U.S. or Europe for support. They authorize a secret plan for agents to sabotage the nuclear reactor before it leaves France. The Israeli Defense Forces explore what options exist to destroy the reactor in Iraq if the agents fail to neutralize it, but conclude that they lack sufficient aircraft to successfully complete the objective. 

The agents sneak into a French nuclear facility and bomb the building containing the reactor components. Their efforts damage the reactor, but the danger remains, and so the agents conspire to assassinate key Iraqi Scientists to buy more time for the military option. Meanwhile, the U.S., having canceled the sale of eight F-16 Fighter Planes to Iran after the fall of the Shah, offers to sell them to Israel instead. Now they have the necessary tools to launch a direct assault.

While top Israeli pilots train on the F-16s, agents recruit two scientists to spy for them inside the Iraqi plant. Risking their lives, the spies gain access to designs and work schedules for the complex. This intelligence allows the pilots to devise a risky scheme that will require them to strip the F-16s of all excess weight and load them down with enough fuel to make the hazardous 1300-mile round-trip flight. After several treacherous dry runs, including one in which a pilot’s miscalculation kills him and destroys his plane, they put their plan into action. 

On the afternoon of June 7, 1981, the squad launches their mission (Code Name: Operation Opera) across Jordanian and Saudi Arabian airspace, flying just 40 feet above the desert floor to avoid radar detection. When they reach the Iraqi facility, all eight pilots must use split-second timing to hit a bullseye-within-a-bullseye-within-a-bullseye. They hit the target perfectly, and the reactor explodes in flames. Running dangerously low on fuel, the pilots return to their home base, where their comrades greet them as heroes.

