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Prologue 

Heidelberg,  new millennium eve, dusk. A discussion on the Middle East is taking place at a university campus. Yonatan Regev, an Israeli Public Relations delegate is summoned to the stage. He is a young man of 35, handsome and articulate. He is booed by the crowd from every direction; signs of condemnation are lifted by the audience. Yonatan remains calm and within seconds the tide is turned. His straight forward answers, fearless stand against confrontation, assertiveness and charm do their wonders. The audience respectfully silences down. Only a handsome young German in the front row who ambiguously stares at him slightly disturbs the diplomat's show.
"I always said you were the greatest!"- He will later be complimented by Ofer, his friend, at the exit of the auditorium. Ofer, the Embassy's security officer is in charge of accompanying Yonatan in places where he might be endangered. He is keeping close to the door when Yonatan enters the toilets. 
He startles when he sees the young German in the toilets, initially intends to call for his security guard but the young German's hand gently covering his mouth and his soft look make him change his mind. The two enter one of the booths where the charismatic omnipotent young public relations delegate turns into a common whore. 

This is the beginning of the film "A Man without Shadow". The book on which the film is based is inspired by actual events as portrayed by the author and former Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs insider Yossi Levy. It’s a story about friendship put to the test, treason, espionage, intrigues and international conspiracies, but it is also a story about a search of identity, love and finding a meaning for life.    

Yonatan

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs had seemingly chosen the ideal public relations expert – a passionate and charismatic fighter on one hand, a pleasant gentleman who knows how to put on the right face for the right crowd on the other. The only thing they didn’t know is that the talented lawyer, who fluently speaks 6 languages and plays the accordion, is a timid homosexual, an unconfident man with an inferiority complex; a man who hates his double identity and grew up on his mother's philosophy of "always be the victim and make sure people feel sorry for you". He finds his peace in the bosom of national missionary representation: there, on stages in Germany in front of Neo Nazis and pro Palestinian activists – he felt he was somebody. Over there, even his puzzled life made more sense: The prosecuted homosexual, fighting for his identity like the Jews fought for theirs receives his spotlight on stage. Off stage however, he is the complete opposite: the Heidelberg toilet room whore.
Sebastian

The handsome German is Sebastian Backhouse, an ex Shtazi and KGB agent. He was born in a small town in eastern Germany during the concluding days of the communist era. He had never met his father, and his mother was forced to send him away to boarding school at a young age. His classmate Conrad, the girls' favorite, made Sebastian his protégé and later he would be the one to recruit him to the secret service. Sebastian, a communist ideologist, is trained in Moscow and then sent to the NATO headquarters in Brussels to spy on a senior western German officer by the name of Klaus, a supervisor of a secret military operation. Sebastian's cover story is weaved by his operator Max: He is now a German Jew who works for the Israeli Mossad. Sebastian's success exceeds all expectations; he will not only gain Klaus' trust: he also becomes the family's friend. Klaus' family gradually becomes the family Sebastian had never had. 
Time goes by and Max is pressing for results. Sebastian is left with no choice and he makes a proposal to Klaus: work for the state of Israel. Klaus, haunted by his Nazi past and up to his neck in a mess of prostitutes agrees on one term – Sebastian is to never set foot again in his house. Sebastian earns a title of senior Nato agent, his Moscow supervisors are happy, but he loses the only family he had. 
1989, The Berlin Wall goes down. The two parts of Germany reunite and the Shtazi cellars are locked. Sebastian is no longer needed, Max disappears. Sebastian, while searching for him, discovers the worst: all those years when he thought he was serving his nation and ideology, he was actually used by his operator Max, who crossed the lines and served the west as a double agent. Shocked, Sebastian further investigates and discovers that Max had a sophisticated partner who assisted his deception – Klaus. The overweight boring Nato officer – was no less than the Nato Counter Service chief and the mind behind using Sebastian against the Russians. Frustrated and betrayed by his own father figure, Sebastian embarks on a journey of vengeance against Klaus and Max. In his elaborate scheme, Yonatan, the tormented Israeli diplomat, will play a key role. 
The Film

Yonatan will not forget that moment in the Heidelberg toilets his whole life. Gradually he will be trapped in the web of the mysterious young man, swept away to a dangerous game of hide and seek. This game will doubt everything he thought he knew about himself and his reality, and will force him, for the first time in his life, to face his own identity. 

Yonatan, in thirst for human contact, sees erotic and romantic significance in Sebastian's mysterious appearance in his life. He fears the anonymous stranger who leaves him notes and follows him like a passionate lover, but finds himself attracted to the dark secret, which unfolds in front of him. Moreover, he is physically attracted to Sebastian. 

One night, at a dark Café, Sebastian hands over a package to Yonatan and disappears; it is Sebastian's private diary which sucks Yonatan into the mysterious world of the betrayed spy. At the same time, enigmatic events begin to take place: a neighbor follows him like a ghost, the western Germany counter espionage service pays him a visit, Ofer – his security officer, reveals tapping devices, mysterious phone calls lead him to dark encounters and alleys. These encounters further complicate the situation as he is forced to lie and raises Ofer's suspicions. As Sebastian's story unfolds, Yonatan's world is stirred – is it only coincidental that Sebastian shares his life story with him? What does he want from him? Just before he reaches the final chapter of the diary, Yonatan is arrested by Mossad agents with allegations of assisting the Russian espionage services. He desperately searches for Ofer, but he is nowhere to be found. His whole life falls apart and for the first time he must take care of his own. He escapes the officers and goes out to demand his life back, from the very mysterious man who took them away. 
At the final showdown, their encounter in Sebastian's hide out apartment, when he tries to understand why it was him that Sebastian chose to carry out his scheme, Sebastian's cunningness is revealed alongside his personal charm and grace. He admits to having used Yonatan, but urges him to read the last chapter of his diary, so he at least knows the end. Page after page, the rough truth unfolds – it was Ofer who weaved Sebastian's web around Yonatan, in an attempt to get back at his former employers. Why was his best friend trying to incriminate him? What does  Ofer hold against him? 
Yonatan searches for Ofer, in order to find answers and prove his innocence. He locates Ofer and demands the truth, Ofer surrenders and tells him: He describes the events in the Heidelberg toilets to which he was a witness. He then tells Yonatan this was an opportunity for him to get the promotion he so wanted: he would frame his friend and sell him out as a homosexual who fools around with an eastern German spy, thus he would be earning points with his NATO employers for uncovering the identity of the two face spy.

Now, when the truth is out and his world crumbles down, Yonatan must cope and change. Now, in the inevitable confrontation with his former best friend he will no longer need mercy, he refuses to be a victim anymore. 
Book Reviews:

"This book gives off intoxicating scents of great literature… it offers emotional, historic and dramatic depths that make it a showpiece of art… it can teach us something new about our lives, if not give us the tools to change them altogether… worthy of all awards..."

Yaron Fried, Yediot Ahronot
"Excels in originality and depth, notable in the environment of the Hebrew literature"

Reuven Miran, Haaretz, Book Review Section. 

"Rich, accurate and interpolated with wonderful descriptions of people and places"

Neri Livne, Haaretz. 

"A fascinating espionage novel, gracefully written, extraordinarily sensitive"
Moshe Ofir, Time Out Tel Aviv. 
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